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-Inflation j j j j ! ]■ j : ; 

Wc learned that an index of costs is; kept in Lsopoluville for Europeans and for Afri- 
cans , The African index is not published. [The E ^ropeari Index is quite unrealistic j 
it is bused on a family of three without a car, aria with two fbifcyeleo, with no frigi- 
daire and with a heavy starch diet* The index six mouths ego (tllay 1952) wan 290 (on 
the basis of 1GO in 1935),* and is now at 300, So inflation isj bad. The Governor 
General and the Coriseil recommended that price control be inaugilrated, but Brussels 
turned the recommeridation down, which was probably] In line with Jtheir laiGsez-faire 
approach. The American Consul likened | the boom here to [the Barbary Coast: a real 
free-for-all* The Export -Import Bank made a (loan a year ago of $L5 million for road 


building. : i i • ! | ■ i 

; | | i .ji; | ] ‘| 

"The consular officials fint ing locally produced food is not ft.:" cheap as It seems 
st firrt; c,zr/.' nr*, qften rort.cn> car .roils very! small , etc. A l!ot of frozen foods are 


"Portuguese : j j M | ; j | : ; 

The Portuguese rire apparently more aggressive 1 business people than are the others; 
there fxre a lot of them here* They get j along well yith the Belgians, but they are not 
accepted socially, they are better able to stand the climate than the Belgians, and 


iy an average of seven you 


•ping home. 


Belgians go home six months out 


of ever;; three? years ^ and feel that this it not often enough. 'Apparently there, are 
inor*: Flemish Belgians here than there are French - Probably a lot more vigorous. 

i | I; ||i ! M 

h. /’The C'.tboi.ic Church bar, boon fairly vocal about demanding rights for natives. They 
^/the Church, wo suppose/ want to stay he!re even after the j Belgians leave. Both Prot- 
estant and Catholic Schools get subsidies from. the state which ore supposedly equal. 

5- ^Lnbor Unions /And Conditions | • ! j ; ! I i 

IBabor unions follow the pattern of unions in Belgium itself # and aire a rw*rt nf the 
Belgian Union: rcdcvlillcm Generate in Tr aval llers dp Belgique is the Socialist von; 
jtbe other union is Confederation Cooinl du Federation Congo* Thesp arc confined mostly 
jfco European workers. I The nativeb unions lore limited to -study groups”. Laws control 
the modes of employment for both Eiuopeun, and native J The! Government would prefer to 
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work by decree than -through collective bargaining. Salaries of natives here nowlrvm 
about 1500 francs a month, as against a previous 500 franc's a month. This is believed 
to be unfortunate, because the boys are getting spoiled ~nh make demands.! For instance, 
Mr. (fau) MaaSB , the Consul General, had to give his boy a bicycle in order to keep 
him. The use of labor is conspicuously better here than it was in the east. Here) they 
use wheelbarrows, cement mixers, etc. All work it done by hand in the east. 

“Belgian Policy | ! I; 

Gallon stated that the Belgians have the natives under pretty strict control. Natives H 
must bo In their villages by a certain hour in the evening, or be given allaiesez 1 1 ; I 
passer to permit them to go In late# Mellon save his boys some old underwear the 1 other 
day, and they were arrested for stealing because he did not give them a pass. Natives h 
are now permitted to drink Europeon beer, it is hoped that this will atop I them from 
brewing their own alooholic beverages. | j 

f Vith regard to the •evolues 1 (evolved natives), there are many Africans who coll f v *em- 
solves this, but the stage varies greatly for them. Mallori thinks about 10 poraftfull 
of the native population of Loopoldvillo have cartes 4 , iininatriculation. The BqI r iaas 'A 
promote the natives to far higher technical positions than Ido the Rhodooians. Natives 1 
here do electrical and mechanical work, etcj, Jobs which would be rooorvod! for Euro- 
peans in the Bindooiaa • j > 'll'' 

’’The prosont Oovomor keeps entiroly to himself. His wife is not here, and ha does I 1 1 
not entortain. He will not accept invitations to private homos, or accept! invitations ! 
to functions except on a national holiday. He thinks that ithoro is much more talk l.l 
about getting out on the part of the Belgians than thoro who before World War II. || hi 
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Exports from the Belgian Congo/Firot Six Months 1952 


C ommodit y 

Chopper 

F*l» prod. 

Cotton 

Tin and ore 

Cobalt 

Coffee 

Xnd. diamonds 
Gold 

All othora 


1,271/124 

958/358 

890/363 

732/390 

593,727 

395,589 

366,344 

1 , 646.512 


Country of D 
Belgium 
US | 

UK | 

Franco 

Lobito-Boira 
Qormany 
South Africa 
All! othoro 


of Dootination 


Value 

,6397755“ 

999,308 

880,072 

533,470 

387,417 

372,545 

128,512 

604,625 


Imports into Belgian Conso - First Six Months 1952 
Commodity Value (Belgian francs) 

Machinery 1,974,119 

Vehicles 1,647,356 

Metal Mfgr. I,l69,06l 

Textiles 1,002,815 


* -V, v« U.d 

All I others 


l»oe £\,*\ 

1448^06 

9,969,200 
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Country lof i Orig in 


Belgium 

us 

UK 

Japan 
Germany 
South Africa 

FraZlCe ^ , I , M , 

Netherlands 
All ottiere 


®dio la |ohp\rt^tha first 'Wao; there has boon an unfavor able import 
It is belloved due to the heavy Import of goods for the ten-year 1 
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Value | : | 
3 , 612,226 
2,5116,630 
7 $, 6 oi 
358,929 

31IM18 
276.219 
>1116 
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